
 

 
 

 

Island of the Color Blind 
Anna HALPRIN 
 
Sacks has always been fascinated by islands -- their remoteness, their mystery, above all the 
unique forms of life they harbor. For him, islands conjure up equally the romance of Melville 
and Stevenson, the adventure of Magellan and Cook, and the scientific wonder of Darwin and 
Wallace. Drawn to the tiny Pacific atoll of Pingelap by intriguing reports of an isolated 
community of islanders born totally colour-blind, Sacks finds himself setting up a clinic in a one-
room island dispensary, where he listens to these achromatopic islanders describe their 
colorless world in rich terms of pattern and tone, luminance and shadow. And on Guam, where 
he goes to investigate the puzzling neurodegenerative paralysis endemic there for a century, 
he becomes, for a brief time, an island neurologist, making house calls with his colleague John 
Steele, amid crowing cockerels, cycad jungles, and the remains of a colonial culture. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Man Who Mistook His Wide for a Hat 
Oliver SACKS 
 
In his most extraordinary audiobook, "one of the great clinical writers of the twentieth century" 
(The New York Times) recounts the case histories of patients lost in the bizarre, apparently 
inescapable world of neurological disorders. Oliver Sacks's The Man Who Mistook His Wife for 
a Hat tells the stories of individuals afflicted with fantastic perceptual and intellectual 
aberrations: patients who have lost their memories and with them the greater part of their 
pasts; patients no longer able to recognize people and common objects; patients stricken with 
violent tics and grimaces or who shout involuntary obscenities; patients whose limbs have 
become alien; patients who have been dismissed as retarded yet are gifted with uncanny 
artistic or mathematical talents. If inconceivably strange, these brilliant tales remain, in Dr. 
Sacks's splendid and sympathetic telling, deeply human. They are studies of life struggling 
against incredible adversity, and they enable us to enter the world of the neurologically 
impaired to imagine with our hearts what it must be to live and feel as they do. A great healer, 
Sacks never loses sight of medicine's ultimate responsibility: "the suffering, afflicted, fighting 
human subject." 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Seeing Voices 
Oliver SACKS 
 
Imaginative and insightful, Seeing Voices offers a way into a world that is, for many people, 
alien and unfamiliar – for to be profoundly deaf is not just to live in a world of silence, but also 
to live in a world where the visual is paramount. In this remarkable book, Oliver Sacks explores 
the consequences of this, including the different ways in which the deaf and the hearing learn 
to categorise their respective worlds – and how they convey and communicate those 
experiences to others. 

 




