
 

 
 

 

Introduction to Research in the Health Sciences 
Stephen POLGAR 
 
This book provides a comprehensive overview of health research, in a concise and easy to read 
format using examples directly related to the health sciences. It helps students understand 
health research models, and how research goes on to inform and improve evidence-based 
clinical practice. For practitioners it provides guidance on published research in journals, 
providing an essential tool to keep their practice evidence based. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Body and Surgery in the Middle Ages 
Marie-Christine POUCHELLE 
 
This work examines the imagery and symbolism which surrounded the body in the Middle 
Ages. The author focuses on the King's surgeon in 14th century France, Henri de Mondeville, 
one of the first doctors to defy openly the authority of the Church by performing dissection on 
the human body. At a time when surgery was still associated both with manual labour and the 
mysteries of ritual, Mondeville sought to liberate the body from its metaphysical associations 
and place its study firmly in the realm of science. Through a close and scholarly examination of 
Mondeville's language, Pouchelle traces the complex imagery which depicted the body and its 
functions, including digestions, pregnancy and illness. Pouchelle describes the ambivalent 
attitudes towards surgeons, as men who were both mystical and holy but also unclean because 
of their contact with blood. The author focuses on dissection, a process which had to be veiled 
in ritual in order to circumvent the taboo of opening a corpse. She shows how the 14th century 
world view, which saw the body as a microcosm of its surroundings, still has resonances in the 
language of the 20th century. This is a study of the workings of language and the imagination 
in relation to the history of the body. It will be of interest to medievalists and historians of 
medicine, to anthropologists and social historians and also to anyone interested in the history 
of symbolism and the human body. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Languages of the Brain 
Karl PRIBRAM 
 
Great book. Worth its weight in gold for the information and highly informed discussion. 
 
 
 

 


